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“That’s the thing about  

books. They let you travel  

without moving your feet.” 

-Jhumpa Lahiri 



 

 

It is 1954 and thirteen-year-old Frank Gold, refugee 
from wartime Hungary, is learning to walk again after 
contracting polio in Australia. At the Golden Age  
Children's Polio Convalescent Hospital in Perth, he 
sees Elsa, a fellow-patient, and they form a forbidden, 
passionate bond. The Golden Age becomes the little 
world that reflects the larger one, where everything 
occurs, love and desire, music, death, and poetry. 
Where children must learn that they are alone, even 
within their families.   

“A beautiful love story among unlikely protagonists 
that will make you remember why you read fiction”  
-B.L. 
 
Recommended by Bob L. 

The Golden Age 

by Joan London 

Educated is an account of the struggle for self-
invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty and of 
the grief that comes with severing the closest of ties. 
With the acute insight that distinguishes all great 
writers, Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-
age story that gets to the heart of what an education 
is and what it offers: the perspective to see one's life 
through new eyes and the will to change it.  
 
“A true story about a young woman who was raised 
in rural Idaho by a survivalist family.  Tara’s tale of 
being sheltered from the real world and being home 
schooled until she went to college will rock your 
world.” -D.H. 
 
Recommended by Liz B. ‘20, Ronith K. ‘19, Debby H., 
and Lindsay A. 

Educated  

by Tara Westover 

 

 

“I absolutely love this book. And when I say love, I 
mean borderline obsessive love. I’ve never read or 
watched any horror (I’m a huge scaredy cat) but when 
my cousin watched it and told me I should watch it, I 
got hooked. After obsessing about the 2017 movie 
night and day, I finally decided to read the 1153 page 
novel. And boy, it did not disappoint. Both the book 
and the cinematic adaptation are amazing and tell a 
powerful narrative of friendship that most wouldn’t 
expect from a horror novel. If this novel is anything to 
go off of for the quality of Stephen King’s writing, then 
I would say that he is one of the best authors out 
there. Seriously, go read IT.” -M.D. 
 
Recommended by Maya D. ‘22 

IT 

by Stephen King 

“It’s not a traditional book, in the sense that the  
story is presented as a case file, which means that 
the events are related through camera footage, 
transcriptions, text conversations, interviews, emails, 
and data pulled from the ship’s AI. Though it was a 
different format, the story was still amazing and I 
think it worked really well.” -B.E.  
 
Recommended by Bobby E. ‘20 

Illuminae  

by Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff 

Alchemy: the mystical power to alter the natural 
world; something between magic, art and science. 
When two brothers, Edward and Alphonse Elric,  
dabbled in this power to grant their dearest wish, one 
of them lost an arm and a leg...and the other became 
nothing but a soul locked into a body of living steel.   
 
“Touches on interesting philosophical questions” -C.T. 
 
Recommended by Colin T. ‘19 

Fullmetal Alchemist  

by Hiromu Arakawa 



 

 

Born in the town of Sighet, Transylvania, Elie Wiesel 
was a teenager when he and his family were taken 
from their home in 1944 to Auschwitz concentration 
camp, and then to Buchenwald. Night is the  
terrifying record of Elie Wiesel's memories of the 
death of his family, the death of his own innocence, 
and his despair as a deeply observant Jewish man  
confronting the absolute evil of man.  
 
Recommended by Sarah L. ‘22 

Night  

by Elie Wiesel 

Elliot is thirteen years old. He’s smart and just a tiny 
bit obnoxious. Sometimes more than a tiny bit. 
When his class goes on a field trip and he can see a 
wall that no one else can see, he is given the chance 
to go to school in the Borderlands. It turns out that 
on the other side of the wall, classes involve a lot 
more weaponry and fitness training and fewer  
mermaids than he expected. In Other Lands is a  
novel about surviving four years in the most unusual 
of schools, about friendship, falling in love,  
diplomacy, and finding your own place in the world. 
 
Recommended by Monica G. 

In Other Lands  

by Sarah Rees Brennan 

Anderson conveys not only her athleticism and  
wilderness adventures, but also shares her distinct 
message of courage--her willingness to turn away 
from the predictability of a more traditional life in an 
effort to seek out what most fulfills her.   

“One of the most accomplished thru-hikers and ultra
-runners of today, Anish chronicles her fastest-
known time (FKT) hike on the Pacific Trail.” -A.B.  
 
Recommended by Alina B. 

Thirst: 2600 Miles to Home 

by Heather “Anish” Anderson 

 

 

World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and 
thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek  
toward freedom, many with something to hide. 
Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose 
paths converge en route to the ship that promises 
salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by  
circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, 
courage, and trust in each other tested with each 
step closer to safety.  
 
Recommended by Amaya S-W ‘21 

Salt to the Sea 

by Ruta Sepetys 

“I felt that Michelle Obama was in my living room 
telling her story as I read this book. She is such a real 
person—so humble, honest, and open. An insider’s 
look into what it’s like being married to the  
President and raising two young kids in the White 
House.” -D.H. 
 
Recommended by Debby H.  

Becoming 

by Michelle Obama 

Thou shalt kill. 
 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no  
misery. Humanity has conquered all those things, 
and has even conquered death. Now scythes are the 
only ones who can end life—and they are  
commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of 
the population under control. Citra and Rowan are 
chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither 
wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking 
life, knowing that the consequence of failure could 
mean losing their own.  
 
Recommended by Liz B. ‘20 

Scythe 

by Neal Shusterman 



 

 

Daniel James Brown's robust book tells the story of 
the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew 
and their epic quest for an Olympic gold medal, a 
team that transformed the sport and grabbed the 
attention of millions of Americans. The sons of  
loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the boys 
defeated elite rivals, first from eastern and British 
universities, and finally the German crew rowing for 
Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in Berlin, 1936.  
 
Recommended by Olivia S. ‘20 

The Boys in the Boat 

by Daniel James Brown 

Two years and 12,180 miles later, father and son had 
each paddled nearly twenty million strokes, slept on 
beaches, in jungles and fields, dined on tapir, shark, 
and heaps of roasted ants. They lived through  
terrifying hurricanes, food poisoning, and near  
starvation. And at the same time they set a  
record for a thrilling, unforgettable voyage of  
discovery and old-fashioned adventure.  
 
“This is a true story of a father and son who, on a 
whim, decide to canoe from Canada to the Amazon. 
Perfect summer reading.” -B.C.  
 
Recommended by Brian C. 

Paddle to the Amazon 

by Don Starkell 

“An amazing true story about two pen pals who  
randomly begin writing for a school project and then 
continue as they and their friendship grows,  
eventually resulting in meeting as adults.” -M.C.  
 
Recommended by Miriam C. ‘20 

I Will Always Write Back 

by Caitlin Alifirenka and Martin Ganda 

 

 

The Moment of Lift 

by Melinda Gates 

Throughout her journey, one thing has become  
increasingly clear to Gates: If you want to lift a  
society up, invest in women. In this candid and  
inspiring book, Gates traces her awakening to the 
link between women's empowerment and the 
health of societies. She shows some of the  
tremendous opportunities that exist right now to 
“turbo-charge" change. And she provides simple and 
effective ways each one of us can make a difference.  
 
Recommended by Karlee M. ‘21 

Good Omens 

by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett 

“A hilarious novel about the biblical apocalypse, now 
a TV series with David Tennant (devil) and Michael 
Sheen (angel). We read many mini-stories involving 
various nefarious agendas and bumbling fools, but 
the novel focuses on these two main characters as 
they travel through England in a speeding Bentley, 
engaged in a friendly rivalry about the future of  
humanity. (The devil is beginning to rather enjoy 
humans…)” -E.C. 
 
Recommended by Erik C. 

“A graphic novel trilogy that serves as a gripping  
visual memoir from American icon Congressman John 
Lewis. He breaks down landmark Civil Rights  
moments into the enormously detailed efforts that 
made each step possible, from organizing  
transportation to training to receive verbal and  
physical abuse without retaliation. A compelling and 
hopeful offering that insists and demonstrates the 
antidote to despair is action.”  -C.P. 
 
Recommended by Carly P. 

March, Books 1—3 

by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin 



 

 

Renegades (Renegades Book 1) 

by Marissa Meyer 

Secret Identities. Extraordinary Powers. She wants 
vengeance. He wants justice. 

The Renegades are a syndicate of prodigies —  
humans with extraordinary abilities — who emerged 
from the ruins of a crumbled society and established 
peace and order where chaos reigned. As champions 
of justice, they remain a symbol of hope and  
courage to everyone... except the villains they once 
overthrew.  

Recommended by Samantha W. ’21  

Archenemies (Renegades Book 2) 

by Marissa Meyer 

Time is running out. Together, they can save the 
world. But they are each other's worst nightmare. 
 
In Renegades, Nova and Adrian fought the battle of 
their lives against the Anarchist known as the  
Detonator. The Anarchists still have a secret  
weapon, one that Nova believes will protect her. The 
Renegades also have a strategy for overpowering 
the Anarchists, but both Nova and Adrian  
understand that it could mean the end of Gatlon  
City - and the world - as they know it.   

Recommended by Samantha W. ’21  

Tomboy Survival Guide 

by Ivan Coyote 

Tomboy Survival Guide is a funny and moving  
memoir told in stories, in which Ivan recounts the 
pleasures and difficulties of growing up a tomboy in 
Canada’s Yukon, and how they learned to embrace 
their tomboy past while carving out a space for 
those of us who don’t fit neatly into boxes or  
identities or labels. 

Recommended by Lindsay A.  

 

 

“I prefer the Penguin Classics version, which is  
translated by Jay Rubin and introduced by Haruki 
Murakami. This short novel from the beginning of 
the 20th century is almost devastatingly picturesque 
in the simplicity. It will leave you desperate to  
pursue your passions before they’re lost to you and 
also make you feel paradoxically inclined to spend 
the rest of your life watching clouds. I digress in  
describing something that requires no description 
beyond what waits between the pages. Read and 
enjoy.” -P.M.Y. 
 
Recommended by Phillip M.Y. ‘22 

Sanshirō 

by Natsume Sōseki  

“Although written about 5th graders, this is a  
touching story about a teacher who manages to  
connect with each and every one of his students, 
changing their lives even after he is severely injured. 
Good for nostalgia, especially if you have read it  
before.” -M.C. 
 
Recommended by Miriam C. ‘20 

Because of Mr. Terupt 

by Rob Buyea  

“Told in alternating flashbacks in Chicago at the 
height of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s and  
contemporary Paris, this was a critical darling last 
year, and is currently in production as a TV series 
from Amy Poehler. Even knowing it followed a group 
of friends and lovers devastated by the epidemic, I 
was still unprepared for the flood of emotion it  
unleased in me. A tribute to the love that holds a 
community together, even as that love makes loss so 
much harder to bear.” -C.P. 
 
Recommended by Carly P. 

The Great Believers 

by Rebecca Makkai  



 

 

The Hazards of Good Fortune 

by Seth Greenland 

Seth Greenland’s witty, clear-eyed new novel is a 
story of interconnecting lives, in which generations, 
races, and religions converge and conflict. Jay  
Gladstone was born to privilege. He is a civic leader 
and a generous philanthropist, as well as the owner 
of an NBA team. But in today’s New York, even a 
wealthy man’s life can spin out of control, no matter 
the money or influence he possesses. 

Recommended by Nila D. ‘21 

Spensa's world has been under attack for  
decades. Now pilots are the heroes of what's left of 
the human race, and becoming one has always been 
Spensa's dream. But her fate is intertwined with that 
of her father's—a pilot himself who was killed years 
ago when he abruptly deserted his team, leaving 
Spensa the daughter of a coward, her chances of 
attending Flight School slim to none. Flight school 
might be a long shot, but she is determined to fly. 
And an accidental discovery in a long-forgotten  
cavern might just provide her with a way to claim 
the stars.   
 
Recommended by Jack F. ‘22 

Skyward 

by Brandon Sanderson 

“An excellent one-volume history of this country. In 
her rendering of major events all the way down to 
fascinating individual stories, Jill Lepore’s writing is 
lucid, lively, personally engaging, and sharp.” - E.C. 
 
Recommended by Erik C. 

These Truths: A History of the United States 

by Jill Lepore 

 

 

Marks gives free rein to his keen sense of the  
absurd and his wry wit, resulting in a thrilling and 
poignant memoir that celebrates individual courage 
and endeavor, without losing sight of the human 
cost and horror of war.  

“You may have learned about Bletchley Park, where 
Enigma was cracked, but this is the story of the man 
who cracked his own country’s codes and came up 
with some better systems while he was at it.” -M.C.  
 
Recommended by Miriam C. ‘20 

Between Silk and Cyanide  

by Leo Marks 

Bruce Wayne is turning eighteen and inheriting his 
family's fortune but on the way home from his  
birthday party, he makes an impulsive choice that 
leads to community service at Arkham Asylum, the 
infamous prison. There, he meets Madeleine  
Wallace, a brilliant killer and a girl who will only 
speak to Bruce. She is the mystery he must unravel, 
but is he convincing her to divulge her secrets, or is 
he feeding her the information she needs to bring 
Gotham City to its knees? 
 
Recommended by Samantha W. ’21  

Batman: Nightwalker 

by Marie Lu 

A moving, darkly funny story of growing up with  
Asperger’s at a time when the diagnosis simply  
didn’t exist. Ultimately, this is the story of Robison’s 
journey from his world into ours, and his new life as 
a husband, father, and successful small business  
owner. It’s a strange, sly, indelible account—
sometimes alien, yet always deeply human. 
 
Recommended by Eleanor L. 

Look Me in the Eye 

by John Elder Robinson 



 

 

“A hybrid between a memoir and a nonfiction book, 
Anu Partanen’s Nordic Theory of Everything will 
change the mind of even the most staunch  
libertarian. Not only does Partanen clearly and  
eloquently argue the benefits of Nordic systems of 
education and healthcare, she rejects the idea that 
Nordic countries are ‘welfare states’ breeding  
dependencies. As Partanen argues, the ‘Nordic Theory 
of Love’ actually promotes fiscal independence among 
family members, while universal healthcare enables 
career mobility. Although a three-hundred page read, 
anyone dedicated to resuscitating the corpse of  
American politics must read this book.” -C.S. 
 
Recommended by Connor S. ‘22 

The Nordic Theory of Everything  

by Anu Partanen 

In this lyrical, coming-of-age memoir, Daisy  
Hernández chronicles what the women in her Cuban
-Colombian family taught her about love, money, 
and race.  A heartfelt exploration of family, identity, 
and language, A Cup of Water Under My Bed is  
ultimately a daughter’s story of finding herself and 
her community, and of creating a new, queer life.  
 
Recommended by Lindsay A. 

A Cup of Water Under My Bed 

by Daisy Hernández 

“An alternate history thriller set in a hypothetical 
Jewish state (which was actually proposed in 1904) 
between Kenya and Uganda. Alternate worlds  
overlap in this clever and self-aware novel.” -E.C.  
 
Recommended by Erik C. 

Unholy Land 

by Lavie Tidhar 

 

 

A wise, sensitive novel about Russia, exile, family, 
love, history and fate, A Terrible County asks what 
you owe the place you were born, and what it owes 
you. Writing with grace and humor, Keith Gessen 
gives us a brilliant and mature novel that is sure to 
mark him as one of the most talented novelists of his 
generation.   

“A fun novel with an insightful peek into Putin’s  
Russia.” - B.L. 
 
Recommended by Bob L. 

A Terrible Country 

by Keith Gessen 

Feyre's survival rests upon her ability to hunt and kill 
– the forest where she lives is a cold, bleak place in 
the long winter months. So when she spots a deer in 
the forest being pursued by a wolf, she cannot resist 
fighting it for the flesh. But to do so, she must kill the 
predator and killing something so precious comes at 
a price.  
 
Recommended by Lily S. ‘21 

A Court of Thorns and Roses 

by Sarah J. Maas 

“Geraldine Brooks was a war correspondent for the 
Wall Street Journal before turning to fiction writing. 
Her coverage of the 1900s conflict in the Sarajevo 
led her to conjure this fascinating historical novel 
that goes back in time to the origins of a rare  
illuminated Haggadah, a Jewish text that survived 
war and many other tribulations over its long  
provenance. One of my all-time favorites! Her other 
books March, Jacob’s Crossing, and Year of Wonders 
are other really fascinating historical novels from 
disparate times and places.” - C.K. 
 
Recommended by Colleen K. 

People of the Book 

by Geraldine Brooks 



 

 

Simon Snow is the worst Chosen One who's ever 
been chosen. That's what his roommate, Baz, says. 
And Baz might be evil and a vampire and a complete 
git, but he's probably right.  

“It’s basically Drarry fanfiction in a novel, and the 
sequel comes out soon!” -S.F. 
 
Recommended by Sophia F. ‘20 

Carry On  

by Rainbow Rowell 

“This isn’t exactly a biography of great American 
photographer Edward Curtis, but it does tell the 
compelling story of Curtis’ Seattle roots, his desire to 
photograph and document all North American  
Indians, and the way this master work came to ruin 
his life, even as it left an indelible, authoritative (and 
problematic) photographic atlas of remarkable  
people and places. One of the best books I’ve read in 
the past decade.” -C.K. 
 
Recommended by Colleen K. 

Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher 

by Timothy Egan 

Comprised of multiple different series by the same 
author, the Shadowhunter Chronicles tells of a time 
and place where fairy tales and myths exist  
alongside mundanes (normal humans). A special 
race of humans who have angel blood, known as 
Shadowhunters, patrol the Shadow World in order 
to keep the mundanes safe. 

“A supernatural adventure and escape!” -C.B. 
 
Recommended by Carol B.  

Shadowhunter Chronicles  

by Cassandra Clare 

 

 

“In this excellent collection of short stories, all part 
of his ’Revelation Space’ realm, you’ll find (among 
other things) a murder of mystery set on an ice  
planet that’s more than what it appears, radically 
hybridized human-animals, a sentient A.I. running a 
creepy hospital ship, a race with radically advanced 
cybernetic implants, and a zoo with a rare alien  
animal that seems to know too much...wickedly 
cool.” -E.C.  
 
Recommended by Erik C. 

Galactic North  

by Alastair Reynolds 

Camellia Beauregard is a Belle. In the opulent world 
of Orléans, Belles are revered, for they control  
Beauty, and Beauty is a commodity coveted above all 
else. But it’s not enough for Camellia to be just a 
Belle.  
 
“The Belles is an exciting story, filled with magic,  
royalty, intrigue, and above all, an exploration of 
what beauty really means.” -M.C.  
 
Recommended by Miriam C. ‘20 

The Belles  

by Dhonielle Clayton 

When Jacob Jankowski jumps onto a passing train, 
he enters a world of freaks, drifters, and misfits, a 
second-rate circus struggling to survive during the 
Great Depression. Jacob is put in charge of caring for 
the circus menagerie and it is there that he meets 
Marlena, the beautiful young star of the equestrian 
act, who is married to August, the charismatic but 
twisted animal trainer. He also meets Rosie, an  
elephant who seems untrainable until he discovers a 
way to reach her.   
 
Recommended by Olivia I-P ‘22 

Water for Elephants  

by Sara Gruen 



 

 

Through the story of an ordinary man unwittingly 
drawn into a senseless murder on an Algerian beach, 
Camus explored what he termed "the nakedness of 
man faced with the absurd”. Albert Camus's spare, 
laconic masterpiece is famous for having diagnosed, 
with an almost scientific clarity, that condition of 
reckless alienation and spiritual exhaustion that 
characterized so much of twentieth-century life.   
 
Recommended by Kellen B. ‘19 

The Stranger  

by Albert Camus 

“Inspired and deeply influenced by James Joyce’s 
Ulysses, this difficult but beautiful and brilliant epic 
novel about the love between two boys is set in 
Dublin during the Irish Troubles. Filled with a myriad 
of allusions and narrated in heavy Irish dialect, the 
novel might take a while to get used to, stylistically, 
and there is some tough material to read  
content-wise, but if you can stay with it, it’s  
ultimately an inspiring, incredibly moving story 
about boys who love each other romantically and 
who call each other, endearingly, ‘Pal of me heart’. 
The best book I have read in a very long time.” -L.A. 
 
Recommended by Lindsay A. 

At Swim, Two Boys 

by Jamie O’Neill 

“Although written primarily for slightly younger kids, 
The Wide-Awake Princess is a fun adventure story 
and changed-up fairy tale, for those who like such 
stories. Well-paced, with lots of action and funny 
moments sprinkled throughout.” -M.C.  
 
Recommended by Miriam C. ‘20 

The Wide-Awake Princess  

by E.D. Baker 

 

 

In the early 1900s, teenaged Sunja, the adored 
daughter of a crippled fisherman, falls for a wealthy 
stranger at the seashore near her home in Korea. He 
promises her the world, but when she discovers she 
is pregnant--and that her lover is married--she  
refuses to be bought. Instead, she accepts an offer 
of marriage from a gentle, sickly minister passing 
through on his way to Japan. But her decision to 
abandon her home, and to reject her son's powerful 
father, sets off a dramatic saga that will echo down 
through the generations. Pachinko is a story of love, 
sacrifice, ambition, and loyalty.  

Recommended by Lindsay A. 

Pachinko  

by Min Jin Lee 

It has been centuries since the fall of the ten  
consecrated orders known as the Knights Radiant, 
but their Shardblades and Shardplate remain:  
mystical swords and suits of armor that transform 
ordinary men into near-invincible warriors. Men 
trade kingdoms for Shardblades. Wars were fought 
for them, and won by them.  
 
“It’s a very long read but it’s worth it.” - J.F. 
 
Recommended by Jack F. ‘22 

The Way of Kings  

by Brandon Sanderson 

“Set in Nigeria, this science fiction novel, first of a 
trilogy, concerns a mysterious alien biodome that 
heals any human illness every time it opens. To the 
residents of the city built around it, Rosewater, that 
seems like a benevolent gift from another race. 
However...” - E.C. 
 
Recommended by Erik C. 

Rosewater  

by Tade Thompson 



 

 

In this compact and astonishing meditation, Kagge 
explores the silence around us, the silence within us, 
and the silence each of us must create. He shows us 
the unexpected places it sits--on the dance floor, in 
the shower, in a musical drop, on a mossy rock--and 
how silence opens doors to wonder and gratitude.   
 
“A beautiful and thought-provoking reflection on the 
importance of silence in our lives.” -R.V. 
 
Recommended by Robyn V. 

Silence:  In the Age of Noise 

by Erling Kagge 

“This is a wonderful story about Anna Kerrigan, a 
young woman who pursues her dream to work as a 
naval diver in the naval yards of New York City in the 
1930’s. As the story unfolds, we see timeless  
problems of pride, shame, ambition, and wanderlust 
among a variety of American families from different 
socio-economic classes.” -D.H. 
 
Recommended by Debby H. 

Manhattan Beach 

by Jennifer Egan 

A wizard attempting to capture Death to bargain for 
eternal life traps her younger brother Dream  
instead. Fearful for his safety, the wizard kept him 
imprisoned in a glass bottle for decades. After his 
escape, Dream, also known as Morpheus, goes on a 
quest for his lost objects of power.  

“The Sandman follows Dream of the Endless, a being 
akin to a god, through numerous journeys and  
adventures.” -B.E. 
 
Recommended by Bobby E. ‘20 

The Sandman 

by Neil Gaiman 

 

 

Warcross 

by Marie Lu 

Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. The 
obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now 
spans the globe. Struggling to make ends meet,  
teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty 
hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on 
the game illegally. But the bounty hunting world is a 
competitive one, and survival has not been easy. To 
make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks 
into the opening game of the international Warcross 
Championships—only to accidentally glitch herself 
into the action and become an overnight sensation.  

Recommended by Samantha W. ‘21 

When Lana and her father return to their seaside 
hometown to help clear the debris of a storm, the 
last thing she expects is to discover a colony of  
Aquicorns—magical seahorse-like residents of the 
coral reef. As she explores the damaged town and 
the fabled undersea palace, Lana learns that while 
she cannot always count on adults to be the  
guardians she needs, she herself is capable of finding 
the strength to protect both the ocean, and her own 
happiness.   
 
Recommended by Monica G. 

Aquicorn Cove 

by Katie O’Neill 

A riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of 
the picture-perfect Richardson family and the  
enigmatic mother and daughter who upend their 
lives. Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of 
secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the  
ferocious pull of motherhood—and the danger of 
believing that following the rules can avert disaster. 
 
Recommended by Liz B. ‘20 

Little Fires Everywhere 

by Celeste Ng 



 

 

Beartown explores the hopes that bring a small  
community together, the secrets that tear it apart, 
and the courage it takes for an individual to go 
against the grain.   
 
“A page turner about a small town in Canada that 
has a huge heart and a passion for hockey. I loved 
the characters, the story, and the writing.” -D.H.  
 
Recommended by Debby H.  

Beartown  

by Fredrik Backman 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo combines murder 
mystery, family saga, love story, and financial  
intrigue into one satisfyingly complex and  
entertainingly atmospheric novel. Harriet Vanger, a 
scion of one of Sweden’s wealthiest families  
disappeared over forty years ago. All these years 
later, her aged uncle continues to seek the truth. He 
hires Mikael Blomkvist, a crusading journalist  
recently trapped by a libel conviction, to investigate. 
He is aided by the pierced and tattooed punk  
prodigy Lisbeth Salander. Together they tap into a 
vein of unfathomable iniquity and astonishing  
corruption.  
 
Recommended by Sarah L. ‘22 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo  

by Stieg Larsson 

“A great fantasy novel for people who want 
standalone works. A prophecy, a dragon, and some 
(kind of) pre-medieval people form the most  
important elements of the world, which is in dire 
peril.” -M.C.  
 
Recommended by Miriam C. ‘20 

The Last Dragon 

by Silvana de Mari 

 

 

A sidesplitting, hysterical, edgy, and unflinching  
collection of (extremely) personal essays, as fearless 
as the author herself. By turns hilarious and brutally 
honest, The Last Black Unicorn shows the world who 
Tiffany Haddish really is—humble, grateful, down-to-
earth, and funny as hell. And now, she’s ready to 
inspire others through the power of laughter.  
 
Recommended by Lulia T. ‘22 

The Last Black Unicorn 

by Tiffany Haddish 

Rudi is a cook in a Kraków restaurant, but when his 
boss asks Rudi to help a cousin escape from the 
country he’s trapped in, a new career – part spy, 
part people-smuggler – begins.  With kidnapping, 
double-crosses and a map that constantly re-draws, 
Rudi begins to realize that another entirely different 
reality might be pulling the strings. 

“A kind of spy thriller/sci-fi hybrid set in a near-
future Europe that has been split up into hundreds 
of tiny nations. Crisp, dark, and witty.” -E.C.  
 
Recommended by Erik C. 

Europe in Autumn 

by Dave Hutchinson 

Nicholas is determined to prove himself in the world 
of competitive fencing, and earn his place alongside 
fencing legends like the dad he never knew, but 
things get more complicated when he’s up against 
his golden-boy half-brother, as well as sullen fencing 
prodigy, Seiji Katayama. Through clashes, rivalries, 
and romance between teammates, Nicholas and the 
boys of Kings Row will discover there’s much more 
to fencing than just foils and lunges.   
 
Recommended by Monica G. 

Fence, Vol. 1 

by C.S. Pacat 



 

 

In order to develop a secure defense against a  
hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies 
breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A 
brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives 
with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother 
Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone 
else, his sister Valentine. Ender is drafted to the  
orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training.  
 
“The best sci-fi I’ve ever read.” — J.F. 
 
Recommended by Jack F. ‘22 

Ender’s Game  

by Orson Scott Card 

Kurt Wallander is called to a nearby field where a 
teenage girl has been loitering all day long and  
arrives just in time to watch her douse herself in 
gasoline and set herself aflame. Though his  
investigation is beset with a handful of obstacles, he 
is determined to find out what is going on before 
something else terrible happens. Fascinating and 
astute, Sidetracked is a compelling mystery  
enhanced by keen social awareness.  
 
Recommended by Sarah L. ‘22 

Sidetracked (Kurt Wallander #5)  

by Henning Mankell 

Eric Bittle—former Georgia junior figure skating  
champion, vlogger extraordinaire, and  
amateur pâtissier—is starting his freshman year  
playing hockey at the prestigious Samwell University. 
And it’s basically nothing like co-ed club hockey back 
in the South. For one? There’s checking. This is a story 
about hockey and friendship and bros and trying to 
find yourself during the best 4 years of your life. 
 
Recommended by Monica G. 

Check, Please!, Book 1 

by Ngozi Ukazu 

 

 

Sweeping from a harsh land of cold to a summertime 
kingdom of epicurean plenty, A Game of Thrones 
tells a tale of lords and ladies, soldiers and sorcerers, 
assassins and bastards, who come together in a time 
of grim omens.  Amid plots and counter-plots,  
tragedy and betrayal, victory and terror, allies and 
enemies, the fate of the Starks hangs perilously in 
the balance, as each side endeavors to win that 
deadliest of conflicts: the game of thrones. 
 
Recommended by John E. ’22  

A Game of Thrones  

by George R.R. Martin 

“A Printz Honor book from Seattle’s own Caletti, this 
is a story fueled by grief—and rage. Anabelle takes 
off running from a Dick’s parking lot one night and 
doesn’t stop running. She crosses state lines, gets a 
ragtag support team, and runs from all the ways 
people seem to think they are entitled to her smile, 
attention, and affection. She’s running from  
something too terrible to remember, yes, but she’s 
also running to find herself again, one mile at a time. 
If you’re looking for something to give voice to your 
rage while building up hope, this one’s for you.” -C.P. 
 
Recommended by Carly P. 

A Heart in a Body in the World 

by Deb Caletti 

“This non-fiction account of the Theranos fraud 
reads like a fictional thriller—but it’s all true. We 
know the ‘bad guys’ are going to get caught in the 
end because we’ve read it in the papers. The fun 
comes from connecting the dots with the help of the 
author. Highly recommended for anyone interested 
in high tech startups and Silicon Valley culture.”  
—M.K. 
 
Recommended by Mark K. 

Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon Valley Startup  

by John Carreyrou 


