
 

 

THE LEEP SHOUTOUT 
 

Respect • Taking Risks • Active Participation 
 

Fall Quarter 2015 
 

By Leslie Gonzalez │ (NEW) LEEP & Admissions Associate 

 

Introductions… 
 

You are starting new roles as freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. For 

some of you, transition may be scary and others exciting.  Whatever you are or 

feeling, know you are not alone. I am also transitioning and three weeks into 

my new role as the LEEP & Admissions Associate taking over for Doug Moon 

a.k.a. Señor Luna. I am excited and nervous all at once! So this fall, let’s 

transition together!  
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

A little bit about me: My parents immigrated to Washington from Mexico and I am the 1st in 

my family to attend college. Although it took me 7 years to earn my bachelors from 

Western Washington University (WWU) in Anthropology and Sociology, in the 7 years I 

learned the value of sharing information related to college. Since 2012, I have worked in 

higher education as an Admissions Counselor (WWU) and Career Specialist (Bellevue 

College). I am excited to work at Lakeside and LEEP to support students and share my 

knowledge and the resources available that LEEP offers. As a Tia (aunt) to my nieces that 

are in middle school, high school, and college, I ensure that they are supported with 

resources with their sports, academics, and interests. As the new LEEP Associate, you can 

expect that same efforts that invest in my nieces so that you are successful. Get to know 

me. Ask me questions. If you are open with me about issues or goals, I will be your biggest 

advocate and a resource to you and your parents and guardians. I always welcome you 

to email or call (leslie.gonzalez@lakesideschool.org and 206.440.2969).  

 

mailto:leslie.gonzalez@lakesideschool.org


Ms. Tasia says… 

As the seasons change, so will you. Do you 

remember the kind of student, friend, son or 

daughter you were before you entered LEEP? I was 

the stubborn “tomboy” who rarely travelled north of 

the Montlake Bridge. Now, after twenty-nine years of 

advice and consequences, triumphs and hiccups, 

gains and losses, I realize it has been the changes 

and transitions that have challenged my thinking, 

heightened my expectations and altered my 

outcomes for the better. Welcome the transitions in 

your life. Without them, you may never find your 

inner strength, courage, and magnificence. 

 

 

 

 

                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2015-2016 

 

Participation is required for LEEP class 

2015 (Trees). Dates that are capitalized 

and in bold are open to all LEEP classes 

2012-2015 (Car Parts, Bones, Fruits and 

Trees). 

 
 Most events will be from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

OCTOBER 3 

October 17 

November 7 

NOVEMBER 21 

December 5 

January 9 

FEBRUARY 6  

March 5  

APRIL 2 

MAY 7 

 

Follow the link for the full School-Year 

LEEP Meeting Schedule: 
https://www.lakesideschool.org/ftpimages/252/download/

download_1623830.docx  

*RSVP required for some events 

  

 

FALL LUNCH VISITS! 

I asked Doug Moon (Señor 

Luna) how important is it to 

have lunch visits and catch-

up with LEEPers.  He said VERY 

IMPORTANT! But that he 

would like to have seen more 

LEEPers attend. I am working 

on planning fall lunch visits 

and let me tell you, they’re A 

LOT of work, time, and 

energy. So this fall Ms. Tasia 

and I are coming to your high 

school and I need to see 

good numbers in order to 

continue visiting schools in the 

fall. With that said keep your 

eyes and ears open for lunch 

visit dates (Sept.-Nov.) which 

will be posted on the LEEP 

website and delivered via 

email. 

 

Ms. Tasia and I can’t wait to 

see you all this fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP ME UP-TO-DATE 

If your contact information 

(physical address, phone 

number and/or email address) 

changes, please let us know.  

Throughout the year we’ll be 

sending important information 

and we want to ensure it 

reaches you.  Although LEEP is 

moving to an electronic 

format, we understand some 

families prefer physical mail.  If 

this is the case, please let me 

know and I’ll make a note in 

our database to send a hard 

copy.  Please email or call 

(leslie.gonzalez@lakesidescho

ol.org or 206.440.2969) to 

update your information.  

 

THANKS! 

 

https://www.lakesideschool.org/ftpimages/252/download/download_1623830.docx
https://www.lakesideschool.org/ftpimages/252/download/download_1623830.docx
mailto:leslie.gonzalez@lakesideschool.org
mailto:leslie.gonzalez@lakesideschool.org


 

Seniors: Car Parts 2012 
This is year is about preparing for 

your transition for life after high 

school and for many of you, college. 

Before I joined LEEP I was an 

Admissions Counselor at Western 

Washington University. In my role I 

recruited in-and-out of state, 

attended local and national fairs, 

facilitated various admission related 

workshops, advised students, and 

reviewed freshmen, 

transfer/international applications for 

both admission and scholarships. I 

learned that not every college 

operates the way Western does and 

important for you to know as well. 

This fall do your research and keep 

track of the application process, 

dates, and required materials for 

each school that you are applying 

to. Not every university requires an 

essay or have the same essay 

questions. Which brings me to my 

second point to proof-read your 

essays and have others read them 

as well. Too often students had the 

wrong university name answering 

the wrong questions. Little details go 

a long way in the admission process. 

And lastly, submit your application 

as soon as possible. A high volume 

of applications in a short period of 

time is rough on counselors! And 

even harder to answer application 

status questions with thousands of 

new applications to process.  So, 

please ask me about the admissions 

process and for tips! It doesn’t have 

to be specific to Western either. I 

welcome phone calls, emails, and 

encourage you to attend LEEP 

Saturday events and the lunch visits 

this fall! 

 

Juniors: Bones 2013 
I graduated from Western 

Washington University and also was 

their Admissions Counselor. Juniors 

always asked, “how did you know 

that Western was the right fit?” It just 

felt right. I visited friends and family 

at several universities and Western  

 

Sophomores: Fruits 2014 
Sophomore year I took 

advanced classes for the first 

time and started my first job 

bussing tables. I was balancing 

challenging material and a part-

time job but I learned skills and 

lessons that impacted my 

education and career the most.  

At school I expanded my 

vocabulary and developed 

strong critical thinking skills. At 

work I developed strong 

communication skills. I had to talk 

all of the time with people that 

were not my age or students. I 

took orders, answered questions 

in person and on the phone, and 

I talked with coworkers.  I look 

back now and it’s not surprising 

that my degree focused on 

communication, critical analysis, 

diverse cultures, and involved a 

lot of writing. My career in 

education counseling and 

advising really fits my skills. My 

point is that one class and part-

time job has the potential to  
 

  

Freshmen: Trees 2015 
You’re at a new school and 

guess what? So am I with my 

new position with LEEP. I look 

around and at times look just as 

lost as 9th graders do navigating 

the new campus. But I have 

great coworkers and students to 

show me the ropes like where to 

sit at lunch. This year rely on your 

peers and ask questions—you’re 

new! You’re not supposed to 

know everything. On that note, 

you know more about LEEP than 

I do and look to you for help in 

learning more about the 

program. There are upcoming 

opportunities to do so with lunch 

visits and at our first meeting on 

Saturday, October 3rd. Until 

then, think about your favorite 

summer LEEP memory and 

encourage you to share with 

me this fall. This way I get to 

know you and why LEEP is 

important to students. 

Remember, we are new—we 

can learn together!  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                           

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

                                                                   

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                             

                                                        

 

 

 

 

was it for me. I considered things 

beyond academics and looked 

at location, size, activities, 

campus culture, and clubs. And 

that’s okay. Part of being a 

student is being involved outside 

the classroom. So junior year visit 

campuses because trust me, it will 

help you when applying for 

college senior year. During spring 

break LEEP is taking a handful of 

juniors on a college tour April 11th-

15th. Be on the lookout for details 

to sign-up. If you have any 

questions, ask me. Helping 

students find that fit is important 

to me.  

 

 

develop your character and 

skills. This year try new things and 

look for opportunities that will 

improve your strengths and 

weaknesses. For you it may be 

sports, volunteering, running for 

class president or the joining the 

dance team. I am a huge 

advocate for learning life lessons 

both in-and-out of the classroom. 

You will fail at times and be late 

to work or miss an assignment like 

I did. But even in then those are 

learning moments. You will 

succeed and get an ‘A’ or a $10 

tip! How will you learn your 

lessons?  


